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CASTER AND STEERING AXIS INCLINATION
MEASUREMENT TECHNIQUE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention.
The present invention relates to a wheel alignment

5

technique and in particular an improved technique for

measuring caster and steering axis inclination.

2. Description of the Prior Art.

Proper alignment of the wheels of an automotive
vehicle is important for proper handling of the vehicle
and proper tire wear. In addition, proper alignment of
the wheels will decrease fuel consumption as well as
increase vehicle safety. The wheel alignment parame-
ters which are measured and adjusted in. order to
achieve proper wheel alignment are camber, caster,
steering axis inclination (SAI) and toe.

Camber angle is the inclination of the wheel plane
with respect to vertical. It is considered posmve when
the wheel leans outward at the top, and is considered
negative when it leans inward. Any wheel of an auto-
mobile can have camber.

Caster angle is the angle in side elevation between the
steering axis of a steerable wheel (typically one of the
front wheels) with respect to vertical. It is considered
positive when the steering axis is inclined rearward (in
the upward direction) and negative when the steering
axis is inclined forward.

Steering axis inclination (SAI) or king pin inclination
is the angle in the front elevation between the steering
axis and vertical.

The static toe angle of a wheel, at a specified wheel
load or relative position of the wheel center with re-
spect to the sprung mass, is the angle between a longitu-
dinal axis of the vehicle and the line of intersection of
the wheel plane and the road surface. The wheel is
“toed-in” if the forward portion of the wheel is turned
toward a central longitudinal axis of the vehicle, and
“toed-out” if turned away.

Camber, caster and SAI are typically measured using
one or more inclinometer which are attached to the
wheel. With camber, the inclinometer measures the
angle that the plane of the wheel makes with the verti-
cal. To measure caster, the wheel is turned through an
arc, and the difference in the camber readings is used to
derive the caster value. SAI is measured in a manner
similar to caster, except that the inclinometer used for
the SAI reading measures the change in inclination
angle of a line in the plane of the wheel as the wheel is
turned through an arc. The SAI measuring inclinometer
is aligned at 90° to the inclinometer used for reading
camber and caster.

On an avtomotive vehicle, the two front wheels do
not steer at the same rate in a turn. This is a requirement
for proper handling of the vehicle during cornering.
During cornering in an automobile, the wheel traveling
along the inner arc of the turn must be at a sharper angle
than the wheel traveling along the outer arc of the turn.
Thus, when one wheel is turned to a precise toe-in
angle, the opposing front wheel is not also turned to an
equal toe-out angle. Previously, this has hampered mea-
surements of caster and SAI angles because accurate
measurements of camber and inclination angle for each
front wheel had to be taken with the wheels at four
precisely positioned toe angles. The steps in this process
were positioning the left wheel precisely at a left toe-in
angle and a left toe-out angle at which camber and
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inclination angles were measured and repeating the
procedure by positioning the right wheel precisely at a
right toe-out angle and a right toe-in angle at which
measurements were taken of camber and inclination
angles. Thus, camber and inclination angle measure-
ments were taken at four precise toe angle values.

For example, the front wheels had to be steered left .
until the left wheel was positioned at the left toe-out
angle equal to X. A first set of inclinometer readings
from the left wheel would then be taken for camber
(LC1) and inclination angle (LS1).

Next, the front wheels were turned further left until
the right wheel was positioned at a right toe-in angle
equal to X. Values were then recorded from inclinome-
ter on the right wheel for camber (RC2) and inclination

angle (RS2).
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The front wheels were then turned to the right until
the right wheel was positioned at the right toe-out angle
equal to X. Values were then recorded from the incli-
nometer on the right wheel for camber (RCl) and
inclination angle (RS1).

Finally, the wheels were turned further right until the
left wheel was positioned at the left toe-in angle equal to
X. In this position, additional readings were taken from
the inclinometer on the left wheel for camber (LC2) and
inclination angle (L.S2).

Using common equations, caster and SAI can be
calculated. For example:

CASTER =arctan((C1—C2)/(2 sin X)) Equation 1

SAl=arctan((S1 — S$2)/(2 sin X)) Equation 2

Using the above method of measuring caster and
SAlI, there are four steps each requiring positioning the
wheels very precisely at each turn angle of the left (X)
in and out toe angle, and the right (X) in and out toe
angle. Furthermore, because the wheels must be pre-
cisely positioned four times, there is an increased proba-
bility that the measurements are taken at an erroneous
wheel position.

The increased probability of errors entering the cal-
culations in the above described method of measuring
caster and SAI along with the problem that even 2 small
error in an inclinometer reading will result in a signifi-
cant error in caster and SAI calculations make the
above method difficult, time consuming and expensive.

Thus, a new caster and SAI measurement technique
in a whee! alignment system is desired that reduces the
precision required in positioning the wheels and the
number of times they must be positioned.

* SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The wheel alignment measurement system of the
present invention measures the caster and SAI of the
two front (steerable) wheels of an automotive vehicle
by taking measurements at just two steering angles. In
addition, the necessary precision required in the posi-
tioning of the wheels is greatly reduced. Using this
method, fewer steps are required by the operator. This
results in time and cost savings and increased accuracy
in the caster and SAI calculations.

Using the present invention only two steps are re-
quired in the positioning of the wheels. First, the wheels
are turned to the left to a left turn position so that the
left wheel is positioned at a left toe-out angle of approxi-
mately X. The left wheel does not need to be positioned
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precisely since the described method tolerates a wide
range of positions. In this position, measurements are
taken of the toe angles of both wheels, the camber an-
gles of both wheels, and the inclination angles of both
wheels.

The wheels are turned to the right to a right turn
position so that the right wheel is at a right toe-out angle
equal to approximately Y. Y may be the same angle as
X, although this is not a requirement of the present
invention. The right wheel does not need to 15 be posi-
tioned precisely since the described method tolerates a
wide range of positions. With the wheels in this posi-
tion, additional measurements are taken of the toe angle
of both wheels, the camber angle of both wheels and the
inclination angle of both wheels.

Caster and SAI are then calculated using either an
iterative technique or from a set of equations having a
closed form solution, both suitable for implementation
on a computer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIGS. 1A and 1B show the front steerable wheels of
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an automotive vehicle turned to a left toe-out and a

right toe-out angle, respectively.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a wueel alignment sys-
tem.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of the method of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The new caster and SAI measurement technique of
the present invention requires taking camber and incli-
nation angle data at just two wheel positions, a left turn
position (illustrated in FIG. 1A) and a right turn posi-
tion (illustrated in FIG. 1B). Although these positions
are shown as having equal angles, this is not a require-
ment of the present invention. In addition, the precision
required in the positioning of front wheels 10L and 10R
at the left and right toe positions to produce accurate
caster and SAI measurements is significantly reduced.
Rear wheels 11L and 11R are also shown in FIGS. 1A
and 1B. Caster and SAI are measured relative to the
thrust line of the vehicle which is determined by rear
wheels 11L and 11R.

Using the present invention, toe, camber and inclina-
tion angle measurements are made by left and right head
units 12L and 12R for wheels 10L and 10R, respec-
tively. As shown in FIG. 2, head units 12L and 12R are
connected to main console 14, which includes computer
16, keyboard 18 and display 20. Left head unit 12L
includes microprocessor 22L, left front-to-back toe
sensor 24L, left cross toe sensor 26L, left camber sensor
28L, and left inclination angle sensor 30L. Similarly,
right head unit 12R includes microprocessor 22R, right
front-to-back toe sensor 24R, right cross toe sensor 26R,
right camber sensor 28R, and right inclination angle
sensor 30R. Rear wheels 11L and 11R include similar
head units (not shown) for measuring the thrust line of
the vehicle.

Computer 16 receives commands and input data from
keyboard 18 and provides information and instructions
to automotive service technicians through display 20.
Computer 16 also receives measurement data from mi-
croprocessors 221 and 22R of head units 12L and 12R,
respectively. Microprocessors 22l and 22R receive
sensor signals from their associated sensors and process
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4

those signals as needed before sending the signals to
computer 16 for further analysis.

Caster and SAI for each wheel are calculated by
computer 16 from the change in the two camber inclina-
tion angle readings for that wheel measured at the left
and right turn positions.

Prior to calculating caster and SAI angles, measure-
ments must be taken from both the left and the right
front wheels 10L, 10R of toe, camber and inclination
angles at both the left turn position and the right turn
position.

When the technician selects (through keyboard 18) a
caster and SAI measurement procedure, computer 16
guides the technician through the procedure with
prompts and graphs displayed on display 20. In particu-

lar, as the technician moves the wheels 10L, 10R, com-

puter 16 monitors the toe readings received from the
head units 12L and 12R and guides the technician
(through display 20) in moving the wheels to the proper
left turn position or right turn position.

As illustrated in FIG. 1A, left wheel 10L and right
wheel 10R are first turned to the left until left wheel
10L is positioned at the left toe-out angle of approxi-
mately X. This defines the “left turn position” for both
wheels even though they are not at equal toe angles.
The value of X is selected by the designer of the wheel
alignment system based on the accuracy of the individ-
ual measurement devices and the required accuracy of
the caster and SAI measurements. In one embodiment,
wheels 10L and 10R are positioned at the left turn posi-
tion so that the left toe-out angle has a precision of
X=5°%0.5°. Choosing a larger value of X further re-
duces the precision required in positioning wheels 10L
and 10R. The value of X, however, may be chosen to be
as small as zero degrees.

With wheels 10L and 10R turned to the left turn
position of X°, measurements are taken to produce left
and right toe angle values (LT1 and RT1), left and right
camber angle values (LC1 and RC1), and left and right
inclination angle values (L.S1 and RS1).

Wheels 10L and 10R are next turned to the right as
shown in FIG. 1B such that wheel 10R is positioned at
a right toe-out angle of approximately Y°. Y may be
made equal to X, although this is not required. In the
described embodiment, Y =35°%0.5°. The value of Y is
selected by the designer of the wheel alignment system
based on the accuracy of the individual measurement
devices and the required accuracy of the caster and SAI
measurements. Y may even be chosen to be zero de-
grees. However, X and Y cannot both be zero

In the right turn position, additional measurements
are made to produce left and right toe angle values
(LT2 and RT2), left and right camber angle values
(LC2 and RC2), and left and right inclination angle
values (LS2 and RS2). .

Using the two sets of measured values produced at
the left and right turn positions, the caster and SAI are
calculated by computer 16 using an iterative technique
or through direct solution of the equations. Using the
iterative technique, caster and SAI angles are interre-
lated such that in order to find one of the angles, knowl-
edge of the other angle is required. The interaction of
the two angles, however, is weak and approaches zero
as the magnitude of the toe-in values approach the mag-
nitude of the toe-out values. The equations for caster
and SAI are interdependent upon one another. Using
the toe, camber and inclination angle data collected
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from the left wheel 10L (LT1, LC1, LS1, LT2, LC2,
and L.S2) as an example, these equations are:

SAI=arctan((sin LSt —sin L.S2(cos LS2 cos LT2—cos
LSt cos LT1) tan CASTER)/(cos LS2 sin LT2—cos

LS1sin LT1)) Equation 3
CASTER =arctan((sin LC1 sin LC2(cos LC2 cos

LT2=cos LC] cos LT1) tan SAI)/(cos LC2 sin

LT2—cos LC1 sin LT1)) Equation 4

It has been found that these two equations will con-
verge when the result of one is substituted into the
other, and that the resuit of the second is then substi-
tuted back into the first, in an iterative process. To begin
the process, an initial approximate caster value is calcu-
lated by computer 16. Again, using the left wheel 10L as
an example:

Approximare CASTER =arctan((sin LCl—sin
LC2)/(sin LT2—sin LT1Y) Equation 5
The approximate caster calculated from Equation 5 is

then substituted into Equation 3 to begin the iterative

process. These equations rapidly converge to accurate

- caster and SAI values. It should be noted that approxi-

mate SAI rather than caster could also be used as the

initial “seed” for the iterative process.

Computer 16 calculates caster and SAI for each
wheel 10L, 10R using the above-described process. The
results of the caster and SAI calculations are then dis-
played on display 20. An example flow chart 30 show-
ing the steps in the above-described iterative process is
shown in FIG. 3. In the example of FIG. 3, the angle Y
has been chosen to equal X and is labeled as such in the
diagram.

The caster and SAI measurement process is initiated
at the cell 32 labeled START in FIG. 3. Next, wheels 10
and 12 are steered to the left to the left turn position (i.e.
a left toe-out value of approximately X°) in cell 34. The
actual toe angle is then compared with the desired toe
angle of X in cell 36 and control is returned to cell 34 if
the actual toe angle falls outside a predetermined range
of angles about the desired angle X. For example, when
X=35°, this range is plus or minus 0.5°.

Data is then collected from both the left and right
wheels 10L and 10R for the toe, camber, and inclination
angles (LT1, LC1, LS1, RT1, RC1 and RS1) at cell 38,

These steps are next repeated with the wheels 10L
and 10R turned approximately to the right turn position
(i.e. a right toe-out value of X°) in cell 40. In this exam-
ple, the right toe-out value has been chosen to equal the
left toe-out value, although this is not a requirement of
the invention. The actual toe angle is compared in cell
42 with the desired toe angle X and if the actual toe
angle falls outside of a predetermined range around a
desired toe angle of X°, cell 40 is repeated. For example,
when X =35", an acceptable range of values for the ac-
tual total angle is plus and minus 0.5°. Values are again
taken from both the left and right wheels 10L and 10R
for toe, camber and inclination angle (LT2, LC2, LS2,
RT2, RC2 and RS2) at cell 44.

After the data has been collected for wheels 10L and
10R at the left and right turn positions, caster and SAI
may be calculated using Equations 3, 4 and 5 in an
iterative process. At cell 46, an approximate value of
caster -is calculated using Equation 5. At cell 48, the
approximate value of caster from Equation 5 is used to
calculate an initial SAI angle using Equation 3. This
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6

result is used in cell 50 to calculate a new value of caster
using Equation 4.

If the equations have not sufficiently converged, cell
52 returns control to cell 50. Sufficient convergence of
caster or SAI may be determined by comparing the
previous value of caster or SAI with its present value. If
the change between these two values is less than a pre--

‘determined value, the equations are considered suffi-

ciently converged and control is passed by cell 52 to
cell 54.

The final values of caster and SAI are then output to
the user in cells 54 and 56 and shown on display 20.
Control is then passed to cell 58 and the process is com-
plete. ‘

Equations 3 and 4 may be solved through substitution
as two equations with two unknowns. This yields direct
solutions for caster and SAL For clarity:

A=(sin LS| —sin LS2)/{cos LS2 sin LT2 — cos LS\ sin
LT1)

B=(cos LS2 cos LT2—cos LS| cos LT1)/(cos LS2 sin
LT2 cos LS] sin LT1)

C=(sin LC1—sin LC2}/(cos LC2 sin LT2—cos LC]
sin LT2)

D=(cos LT1)/(cos LC2 sin LT2—cos LC] sin LT1)

The solution for caster and SAI may be expressed
directly as:

SAI=arctan((4A —~BC)/(1 — BD)) Equation 6

CASTER=arctan({(C—AD)/(1 — BD)) Equation 7

Equations 6 and 7 may be implemented on a com-
puter system in a manner similar to that described above
for the iterative equations 3, 4 and 5.

This wheel alignment system decreases the time re-
quired to align the wheels of an automotive vehicle.
Errors are also reduced because the new alignment
system has an increased tolerance. Finally, this system
further reduces errors because it uses only two wheel
positioning steps, thereby limiting the number of oppor-
tunities for the introduction of human errors.

Although the present invention has been described
with reference to preferred embodiments, workers
skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be
made in form and detail without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for accurately measuring caster and
steering axis inclination (SAI) of left and right steerable
wheels of a vehicle based upon measurements taken
with the wheels in less than four different positions, the
method comprising:

mounting a left head unit on the left steerable wheel

of the vehicle;

mounting a right head unit on the right steerable

wheel of the vehicle;

turning the wheels to a first position;

making toe, camber and inclination angle measure-

ments for each of the wheels with the left head unit
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and the right head unit while the wheels are in the
first position;

turning the wheels to a second position;

making toe, camber and inclination angle measure-

ments for each of the wheels while with the left
head unit and the right hand unit while the wheels
are in the second position; and

calculating caster and SAI of each wheel using the

toe, camber and inclination angle measurements
made for that wheel at the first and second posi-
tions.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein making toe, cam-
ber and inclination angle measurements while the
wheels are in the first position includes producing a first
set of left and right toe values (LT1 and RT1), left and
right camber values (LC1 and RC1) and left and right
inclination angle values (L.S1 and RS1); and making toe,
camber and inclination angle measurements while the
wheels are in the second position includes producing a
second set of left and right toe values (LT2 and RT2),
left and right camber values (LC2 and RC2) and left and
right inclination angle values (LS2 and RS2).

3. The method of claim 2 wherein calculating caster
and SAI for the left wheel is by an iterative technique
using the following formulae:

SAI=arctan((sin LS1—sin LS2—(cos LS2 cos
LT2—cos LS cos LT1) tan CASTER)/(cos LS2 sin
LT2—cos LSI sin LT1))

CASTER =arctan((sin LC1—sin LC2~—(cos LC2 cos
LT2—cos LC1 cos LT1) tan SAD/(cos LC2 sin
LT2—cos LC1 sin LT1))

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the iterative tech-
nique is initiated with an initial approximate caster.

5. The method of claim 4 and further comprising:
calculating initial approximate caster value (Approxi-
mate CASTER) by the following formula:

Approximate CASTER =arctan((sin LC1—sin
LC2)/(sin LT2—sin LT1))

6. The method of claim 2 wherein calculating caster
and SAI for the right wheel is by an iterative technique
using the following formulae:

SAI=arctan((sin RS1—sin RS2—(cos RS2 cos
RT2—cos RS1 cos RT) tan CASTER)/(cos RS2
sin RT2 —cos RS1 sin RT1))

CASTER =arctan((sin RC1—sin RC2—(cos RC2 cos
RT2—cos RC1 cos RT1)y ian SAI)/(cos RC2 sin
RT2—cos RC1 sin RT1))

7. The method of claim wherein the step of calcuilat-
ing the caster and SAI is an iterative process.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the first position is
defined by a left toe-out angle of the left wheel, and the
second position is defined by a right toe-out angle of the
right wheel.

9. The method of claim 3 wherein the iterative tech-
nique is initiated with an initial approximate SAL

10. The method of claim 2 wherein calculating caster
and SAJ for the left wheel is by a direct technique using
the following formulae:

SAl=arctan((4— BC)/(1 — BD))
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8

CASTER =arctan((C—AD)/(1—BD))

where A, B, C and D are defined as:

A={sin L8 —sin L852)/(cos LS2 sin LT2 —cos LS]
sin LTT)

B=(cos LS2 cos LT2—cos LS1 cos LT1)/(cos LS2 sin
LT2—cos LS sin LTY)

C=(sin LC1 —sin LC2)/(cos LC2 sin LT2—cos LC1
sin LTY)

D=(cos LC2 cos LT2—cos LC) cos LT1)/(cos LC2 sin
LT2—cos LCI sin LT1)

11. The method of claim 2 wherein calculating caster
and SAI for the right wheel is by a direct technique
using the following formulae:

SAI=arctan((4—BC)/{1—BD))

CASTER =arctan((C—AD)/(1—BD))

where A, B, C and D are deﬁnéd as:

A=(sin RS1—sin RS2)/(cos RS2sin RT2—cos RSI
sin RT1) ’

B=(cos RS2 cos RT2—cos RS1 cos RT1)/(cos RS2 sin
RT2—cos RS| sin RT1)

C=(sin RC1—sin RC2)/(cos RC2 sin RT2 —cos RC1
sin RT1)

D={(cos RC2cos RT2—cos RC1 cos RT1)/(cos RC2
sin RT2 —cos RC1 sin RT1)

12. An apparatus for measuring caster of left and
right steerable wheels of a vehicle based upon measure-
ments taken with the wheels in less than four different
positions, the apparatus comprising:

a left head unit for mounting to a left steerable wheel

of a vehicle, the left head unit including:

means for measuring left toe angles of the left
wheel;

means for measuring left camber angles of the left
wheel;

means for measuring left inclination angles of the
left wheel;
a right head unit for mounting to the right steerable
wheel of a vehicle including the right head unit
including:
means for measuring right toe angles of the right
wheel;

means for measuring right camber angles of the
right wheel;

means for measuring right inclination angles of the
right wheel;

means connected to the left and right head units for
collecting a first set of measurements from the
means for measuring left toe angles and the means
for measuring right toe angles, the means for mea-



5,014,227

9

suring left camber angles and the means for mea-
suring right camber angles, and the means for mea-
suring left inclination angles and the means for
measuring right inclination angles when the left
and tight wheels are steered to a first position;

means connected to the left and right head units for
collecting a second set of measurements from the

 means for measuring left toe angles and the means
for measuring right toe angles, the means for mea-
suring left camber angles and the means for mea-
suring right camber angels, and the means for mea-
suring left inclination angles and the means for
measuring right inclination angles when the left
and right wheels are steered to a second positions;
and

means connected to the left and right head units for

5
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15

providing outputs representative of the caster of -

the left and right wheels as a function of the first
and second sets of measurements.

13. The apparatus of claim 12 wherein the means for
providing outputs includes:

means for calculating caster and SAI values for each

wheel based upon an iterative process using the
first and second sets of measurements; and

means for providing the output based upon the calcu-

lated caster and SAI values.

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein the first set of
measurements include left and right toe values (LT1
and RT1), left and right camber values (LC1 and RC1)
and left and right inclination angle values (LS1 and
RS1), and wherein the second set of measurements
include left and right toe values (L'T2 and RT2), left and
right camber values (LC2 and RC2), and left and right
inclination angle values (L.S2 and RS2).

15. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the means for
calculating calculates caster and SAI for the left wheel
according to the following formulae:

SAI=arctan((sin LS1--sin LS2—(cos LS2 cos
LT2—cos LS1 cos LT1) tan CASTER)/{(cos LS2 sin
LT2—cos LSt sin LT1))

CASTER=arctan((sin LC1—sin LC2—(cos LC2 cos
LT2 —cos LCY cos LT1) tan SAD/(cos LC2 sin
LT2—cos LCl sin LT1))

and calculates caster and SAI for the right wheel ac-
cording to the following formulae:

SAI=arcran{(sin RS —sin RS2 —(cos RS2 cos
RT2~cos RS1 cos RT1) tan CASTER)/(cos RS2
sin Rn—cos RS1 sin RTY))

CASTER=arctan({(sin RC1—sin RC2—(cos RC2 cos
RT2—cos RC1 cos RT1) tan SAD/(cos RC2 sin
RT2-cos RC1 sin RT1))

16. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the means for
calculating uses an initial approximate caster value for
each wheel in calculating caster and SAI values.

17. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the means for
calculating calculates the initial approximate caster
values by the following formulae:

Approximate left CASTER =arctan((sin LCY~—sin
LC2)/(sin LT2—sin LT1))
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Approximate right CASTER =arctan({sin RC!—sin
RC2)/(sin RT2~sin RT1))

'18. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the means for
calculating calculates caster and SAI for the left wheel
according to the following formulae:

SAI'=arctan((A—BC)/(1 — BD))

CASTER =arctan({C—AD)/(1—-BD))

where A, B, C and D are defined as:

A=(sin LS1 —sin LS2)/(cos LS2 sin LT2— cos LS1 sin
LTT)

B=(cos LS2 cos LT2—cos LS\ cos LT1)/(cos LS2 sin
LT2—cos LS1 sin LTT)

C=(sin LC1—sin LC2)/(cos LC2 sin LT2—cos LC1
sin LT1)

D=(cos LC2 cos LT2 ~cos LC1 cos LT1)/(cos LC2 sin
LT2—cos LC1 sin LT1)

and calculates camber and SAI for the right wheel
according to the following formulae:

SAf=arctan((A— BC)/(1 — BD))

CASTER =arctan((C— AD)/(1—BD))

where A, B, C and D are defined as:

A=(sin RS1—sin RS2)/(cos RS2 sin RT2—cos RS1
sin RT1)

B=(cos RS2 cos RT2—cos RS1 cos RT1)/(cos RS2 sin
RT2—cos RS sin RT1)

C=(sin RC1—sin RC2)/(cos RC2 sin RT2—cos RC]
sin RT1)

D=(cos RC2 cos RT2 —cos RC1 cos RT1)/(cos RC2
sin RT2—cos RC1 sin RT1)

19. The apparatus of claim 15 wherein the means f or
calculating uses an initial approximate SAI value for
each wheel in calculating caster and SAI values.

20. A method for accurately measuring caster of left
and right steerable wheels of a vehicle, the method
comprising:

mounting measurement devices on the left and right

steerable wheels;

turning the wheels to a first left turn position in which

the left steerable wheel is toed-out;

making toe, camber and inclination angle measure-

ments for each of the wheels using the measure-
ment devices while the wheels are in the first posi-
tion;

turning the wheels to a second right turn position in

which the right steerable wheel is toed-out;



5,014,227

11

making toe, camber and inclination angle measure-
ments for each of the wheels using the measure-
ment devices while the wheels are in the second;

calculating caster of each wheel using only two sets
of measurements, which comprise the toe, camber
and inclination angle measurements made for that
wheel at the first and second positions; and

providing outputs representative of the caster calcu-
lated for each wheel.

21. The method of claim 20 wherein making toe and
camber measurements while the wheels are in the first
position includes producing a first set of left and right
- toe values (LT1 and RT1), left and right camber values
(L.C1 and RCI), and left and right inclination angle
values (LS1 and RS1); and making toe and camber
measurements while the wheels are in the second posi-
tion includes producing a second set of left and right toe
values (LT2 and RT2), left and right camber values
(LC2 and RC2), and left and right inclination angle
values (LS2 and RS2).

22. An apparatus for measuring caster of left and
right steerable wheels of a vehicle, the apparatus com-
prising:

means for measuring toe angles of the left and right

wheels;

means for measuring camber angle of the left and

right wheels;
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means for measuring inclination angle of the left and

right wheels;

means for prompting user to steer the wheels to a first

position and then to a second position;
means for collecting and storing a first set of measure-
ments from the means for measuring toe angles, the
means for measuring camber angles and the means
for measuring inclination angle when the left and
right wheels are steered to the first position;

means for collecting and storing a second set of mea-
surements from the means for measuring toe an-
gles, the means for measuring camber angles and
the means for measuring inclination angle when the
left and right wheels are steered to the second
position; :

means for calculating caster and SAI values for each
wheel based solely upon the stored first and second
sets of measurements; and

means for providing outputs representative of the

caster of the left and right wheels based upon the
calculated caster and SAI values.

23. The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the first set of
measurements include left and right toe values (LTI
and RT1), left and right camber values (LC1 and RCY),
and left and right inclination angle values ‘LS! and
RS1), and wherein the second set of measurements
include left and right toe values (LC2 and RT2), left and
right camber values (LC2 and RC2), and left and right

inclination angle values (L.S2 and RS2).
* * * * *
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